
Over in the Meadow
by John Lagstaff, illustrated by Feodor Rojankovsky
(Harcourt)
Themes:  Counting/Animals/Music
Grade Level: PreK-2
Length: 9 minutes, iconographic

Summary

Over in the Meadow  is a lively counting story set to
music about mother animals who instruct their
babies to perform various activities.  As the story
progresses, the number of baby animals increases.
The story ends with a mother rabbit instructing her
ten bunnies to hop about.  The end offers children
the opportunity to sing "Over in the Meadow" once
again with the story's narrator. Children will enjoy,
and easily relate to this up-beat and comforting tale
of animals caring for their young.

Objectives

• Children will learn about mother and baby animals 
• Children will gain skill in counting
• Children will enjoy a story set to music

Before Viewing Activities

Share the book Over in the Meadow  with children.
Talk with children about animals that live in grass-
lands.  Discuss the physical characteristics of these
animals, their survival behaviors, and the ways they
care for their young.  Provide posters, illustrations,
and photos of grassland animals that children can
examine.

Sing the song "Over in the Meadow" with children.
Then divide the class into ten groups.  The first
group will be a group of two, representing the moth-
er and baby turtle, the second group will be a group
of three, representing the mother and two baby
foxes, etc.  Have the groups of children stand in a
horizontal line across the classroom.  As you sing
the verses of the song, have children representing the
animals which are the subjects of those verses jump
forward.

After Viewing Activities

Provide band instruments that children can use to
accompany themselves to the tune of "Over in the
Meadow". Then print the numerals one through ten
on the chalkboard.  As children play their instru-
ments and sing "Over in the Meadow" have them
stand beside each numeral on the chalkboard as it is
mentioned in the song.

Have children work together to create a large mead-
owland poster.  Encourage them to include as many
animals as they can recall from the story Over in the
Meadow.  As children work, talk about the ways dif-
ferent weather conditions might affect the animals
and what they might do for protection.

Talk with children about the ways animals use cam-
ouflage to protect themselves from their enemies.
Then try this activity to help children comprehend
the concept of camouflage.  Paint colorful stripes on
a large sheet of kraft paper.  Tape the kraft paper to a
classroom wall.  Then use the same colors of paint
to paint stripes on a large white sheet.  Cut a hole in

the sheet so that children can take turns wearing it
and standing in front of the kraft paper.  As children
stand in front of the kraft paper, their classmates will
see just how camouflage works!

Other book based films and videos about
counting/animals are available from Weston Woods.
These include:
ONE WAS JOHNNY by Maurice Sendak
ANDY AND THE LION by James Daugherty
THE CAMEL WHO TOOK A WALK written by
Jack Tworkov and illustrated by Roger Duvoisin
CAPS FOR SALE by Esphyr Slobodkina
CIRCUS BABY by Maud and Miska Petersham
THE COW WHO FELL IN THE CANAL written by
Phyllis Krasilovsky and illustrated by Peter Spier
CURIOUS GEORGE RIDES A BIKE by H.A. Rey
THE FOOLISH FROG by Pete and Charles Seeger
THE HAPPY LION written by Louise Fatio and
illustrated by Roger Duvoisin
THE HAPPY OWLS by Celestino Piatti
HOT HIPPO written by Mwenye Hadithi and illus-
trated by Adrienne Kennaway
THE LITTLE RED HEN by Paul Galdone
MILLIONS OF CATS by Wanda Gag
OWL MOON written by Jane Yolen and illustrated
by John Schoenherr
ROSIE'S WALK by Pat Hutchins
THE THREE BILLY GOATS GRUFF written by
P.C. Asbojornsen and J.E. Moe and illustrated by
Marcia Brown

OVER IN THE MEADOW
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