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SUMMARY

THE N GHT BEFORE CHRI STMVAS is
Qenment dark More' s well known story
in verse of the nagic of seeing Santa at
work on Christnas Eve.

OBJECTI VES

eChildren will learn about Chri stnas
trad tions.

e Qiildren wll enjoy a story wittenin
Ver se.

BEFORE VI EW NG ACTI VI TI ES

Talk wth children about the Christnas
hol i day. Encourage those who cel ebrate
the holiday to describe sone of their
holiday traditions. Then ask:

 Wat is your favorite part of the
Ghristnas hol i day? Wiy?

* Wien you think of Santa d ause, how
do you i nagi ne hin?

Share the book The N ght Before
Christnas wth children. Then ask:

* Wiat nmagical things did Santa do that
real peopl e could never do?

AFTER VI EW NG ACTI VITIES

Have children tal k about the feelings of
the different characters in the story.
Ask:

e Hbw do you think the children felt just
before they went to sleep?

* How do you think Santa felt about
delivering presents on Christnas Eve?
» Hbw do you think the rei ndeer felt
vwhen they finally finished delivering pre-
sent s?

*HAay a gane of “Wat’s In The
Socking?” Qut out a Christmas stocking
shape fromred construction paper for
each child inthe group. Tell children to
think about things they mght want to
put in the stocking to hel p nake the
world a better place. You mght suggest
a soft teddy, so that everyone woul d
have sonething to hug;, a tree, so that
the world would be filled with beauty;
food, so that no one woul d ever go hun-
gry. Vilen children have finished filling
their stockings, arrange themon a cl ass-
roomwal | under the title “Peace On
Earth.”

 Talk about the rhythmand rhyne in
the story. Then give children an oppor -
tunity to create their own story in
rhynme. Gfer a beginning sentence, such
as: “The wnter norning was chilly and
cad.... " Have achildinthe class offer
the next rhyming line. Rrint the story on

the board as it unfolds. Gntinue until
each child in the class has had an oppor -
tunity to contribute to the story. Later,
print the story and display it on a class-
roomwal | . Have children drawillustra-
tions to acconpany the story and dis-
play themal ong with the story.

Encourage children to share sone of
their Gristnmas traditions wth everyone
inthe group. They night bring in a
Christmas stocking that is hung on their
nant| e each year, show photos of
Gristnas celebrations held in their
hones, have a parent cone in to nmix up
asinple holiday treat. A so, encourage
children who do not cel ebrate Ghri stnas
totell about a hoiday that is specia to
t hem

OTHER VI DEOS AND FI LMS ABOUT CHRI ST-
MAS AVAI LABLE FROM WESTON WOODS

| NCL UDE:

« THE CLOMW COF GCD by Tom e dePaol a
* THE LI TTLE DRUMWER BOY by
Katherine Davis and Henry Qhorati &
illus. by Harry S neone and Ezra Jack
Keat s

* MAX' S CHR STNVAS by Rosenary Vel s
* MORRI S' S DI SAPPEARI NG BAG by
Rosermary V¢l | s

* THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRI STMAS by
Robert Brooniiel d

CALL 1-800-243-5020 TO ORDER THESE AND OTHER WESTON WOODS VI DEOS!
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